
 

 

 
	
	
	
Dear Senator Murkowski, 
 
Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU) is a non-profit membership organization representing over 
300 family fishermen who participate in the commercial fisheries in the Prince William Sound and 
Copper River region. It is our mission to preserve, promote and perpetuate the commercial fishing 
industry in Area E in the state of Alaska, to further promote safety at sea, legislation, conservation, 
management and general welfare for the mutual benefit of all our members. 
 
Commercial Fishermen in Alaska, particularly on the Copper River Flats, have a long history of 
interactions with seals and sea lions. Since the 1960’s, seal deterrents, or Explosive Pest Control Devices 
(EPCD’s), have been successfully used to minimize interactions in a safe and non-lethal way.  
 
In 2004 a transfer of regulations occurred when the authority over firearms through the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms was taken over by the Department of Justice, formerly managed by the 
Department of Commerce. This transfer of regulations brought severe changes to how EPCD’s were 
managed and dispersed. Seal deterrents were reclassified by the Department of Homeland security and 
Commercial Fishermen were required to have end user permits with special storage requirements to 
purchase seal deterrents.  
 
In 2012, Cordova District Fishermen United, along with other fisheries organizations like United 
Fishermen of Alaska, successfully petitioned to have an exemption created that did not require 
commercial fishermen to have an end use permit to purchase seal deterrents. The agreement required 
boxes of the deterrents to have serial numbers for tracking purposes, and to document those who purchase 
them, vessel names, and commercial fishing entry cards.  
 
This exemption is up in 2018, and it is imperative to the commercial fishing fleet across Alaska as well as 
the marine mammals of these coastal fisheries, that it be renewed. This exemption has  lapsed, 
fingerprinting and background checks will be required of every fishermen looking to purchase seal 
deterrents. This is a requirement that is simply not feasible in rural Alaskan communities where these 
services do not exist. 
 
 We appreciate your consideration of this important subject. We welcome any questions, and hope to 
speak with you soon to resolve this issue. 
 
Sincerely 

 
Jerry McCune, Board President of CDFU 
 


